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Preamble 

Task 4.1 of work package 4 named ”Graduate schools for education inside the 
research” is aimed at restructuring research and formation within the European 
University of Technology (EUt+) in graduate schools, involving researchers, students, 
and also stakeholders in order to form knowledge creating teams around defined 
research topic areas. Such a structuring as labs or institutes, respectively, allows for 
a better integration of research and education at all levels, benefiting both 
researchers and students. 

This deliverable represents the fourth deliverable of this task and documents the 
activities undertaken and results achieved since the beginning of EUt+ in 
continuation of the works reported in the first three deliverables on the subject of 
the design of graduate schools and a graduate curriculum. In the first deliverable 
4.1.1 the design of graduate schools has been presented for serving as the strategic 
orientation document for the designing of the graduate schools within EUt+ with the 
graduate school structuration strategy of knowledge creating team including 
postgraduate students and the EUt+ European Research Institutes (ERI). These 
outcomes were brought together and lead into the formulation of the EUt+ 
Memorandum of Agreement creation of European Research Institutes, the Related 
EUt+ Graduate Research School and Supporting Research Office as presented and 
detailed further in the second deliverable 4.1.2. In deliverable 4.1.3a the analysis and 
conclusions for the creation of graduate schools was described together with a 
general structuration proposition designed to fit the given development of the ERIs 
and their graduate schools as an extension of and adaption to the goals of the task. 
As a succession, in this deliverable the final configuration of the proposed EUt+ 
European Graduate Research School (EGRS) as a support office is described and the 
agreement concluded by all alliance members for its establishment is presented. 
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Part 1 

 
1.1 Background 

Previously in this task an extensive survey of the state of practice in the EUt+ alliance 
member was conducted. In addition, the activities and results of the planning of 
creation steps were anchored firmly within the research-related work package as a 
whole and in particular with the developments and course of matters concerning 
the EUt+ research institutes (ERIs) establishment and the graduate school in them.  

As a result of the analysis of the alliance members’ structures and regulations, the 
need for a linking hub for information provision and matchmaking supporting the 
researchers along the way of forming the institutes emerged. This lead to the jointly 
created concept of a structure of a common EUt+ Graduate Research School (EGRS) 
as a central EUt+ structural element supplying this demand.  

As a further effect, the establishment of the EGRS as a long-term office is intended 
to become a reliably existing reference point was deemed useful. At the same time, 
the office’s purpose will be to accompany the ERIs in their forming phases and in 
parallel create support activities usable by the institutes once they become 
operational. 

 
1.2 Conceptual Key Points 

As outlined in the all-comprising EUt+ Memorandum of Agreement for the creation 
of European Research Institutes (ERI), the Related EUt+ Graduate Research School 
and Supporting Research Office dating from November 2021, for the support of 
research-related activities the structuration of research institutes in EUt+ has been 
fixed together with supporting offices. In February 2022 the EUt+ European Research 
Office (ERO) and the newly conceived EUt+ Innovation & Technology Transfer Office 
(EITTO) were established by agreement of the alliance members.  

The EGRS setup has been designed in a similar manner as for the ERO and the EITTO. 
The idea is that each alliance member delegates one person with a background in 
the local postgraduate management and domain experience to the EUt+ Graduate 
Research School. In this way given expert knowledge and professional experience is 
readily available and can complement the developments on a European level in a 
bidirectional manner. The office complements and in turn is embedded into the 
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existing structures of partner universities so that it can fulfill its role as a 
coordination and liaison hub between all ERls, the ERO and all partner universities, 
partner's doctoral and graduate schools and each partner's local administration and 
research units. 

The financing of the EGRS is designed in a lean fashion, as thanks to the delegation 
of personnel no additional cost or needs for personnel arise, merely the costs for 
funding for travel costs arising from attending EUt+ meetings and working meetings 
as well as for trainings or seminars and operations have to be budgeted and made 
available. 

 
1.3 Office Objectives 

The description of the EGRS has been created following the idea of predefining as 
little as possible but as much as necessary so that room can be given to new ideas 
emerging and innovative and novel approaches for the purpose of supporting 
researchers in EUt+ and the EUt+ European Research Institutes for the training and 
supervision of doctoral students and masters-by-research-students and the 
creation of joint European degrees in these areas.  

Serving as a contact point for researchers, doctoral or graduate schools of EUt+ and 
its postgraduate students in relation to doctoral training and masters-by-research 
programmes may facilitate the accompaniment of the reach institutes during their 
development process and potentially supplementation of the applicable graduate 
schools from a subject-specific point of view. 

The various tasks regarding the education and training of doctoral and masters-by-
research students of EUt+ in the institutes have been named: 

- creation of common EUt+ cotutelle agreements, 

- inclusion of doctoral students in the Erasmus mobility schemes (as per third 
cycle Erasmus+).  

- provision of post-graduate training in cooperation with and for the ERls in 
alignment with local graduate or doctoral schools, 

- including jointly supervised PhD outside the ERls, 

- creation of a joint EUt+ doctoral title, 
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- development of a master-by-research study programme schema in 
cooperation with the ERIS, 

- building a European degree for Master by Research (MRes) in alignment with 
the European degree offered by EUt+. 

These tasks can be addressed together from various angles through close 
cooperation with the institutes and the activities within EUt+ to this respect. 

 
1.4 Agreement Closure 

The agreement for the EGRS has been finalized and foresees participation of all 
alliance members. It lists the operational details next to the purpose and intend of 
the office. It was signed in January 2023 to come into force with immediate effect.  
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Part 2 

EUt+ Agreement for the Creation of the EUt+ European Graduate Research School : 
see annex. 

 

Part 3 

 
3.1 Discussion and next steps 

Having established the EGRS by agreement, the next steps in working can be taken. 
Through setting in motion the bridging the ERI’s prephases and linking and 
supporting efforts from a central perspective the supporting offers for the institutes 
can be developed while accompanying them in their process of coming into being. 

An immediate next steps will be the development of a doctoral programme in the 
field of sustainability sciences as a first pilot for gaining experiences. 

 
3.2 Conclusion 

With the establishment of the graduate research school as an office within EUt+ a 
milestone has been achieved – even though it was only set during the project 
execution along the way. As explained early in the previous deliverable, this action 
initiated and seen through mitigates the delay in the institute erection while at the 
same time alleviating their work load with the help of collecting first experiences 
and creating support offers for the task of creation graduate school within the 
institutes. 
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Appendix 
- Agreement for the creation of the EUt+ European Graduate School, January 2023.  
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